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Meech ase 


fhe folloving report is ccmpilec. in the interest of ‘unicipal prog 
The information that kas been coliecied from representative cities 2it 
over the state should be thouchifully considered, not only by ai} city 
officials, but also »y citizens, who, arter ail, determine their cities’ 
policies. 


sress 


The inspiration for tnis bulletin was an inquiry from a Chamber of 
Commerce, asking the nunber of parks in Kansas. We were unable to supply 
this information, and, realizing that this cuestion warranted intensive 
study on our part, we sent the following questionairre to every city 
clerk in the state; 


1. How many acres of municipal parks does your city have? 


2. How many animals are kept in the park? 


3. Are your parks centrelly located with reference to population? 
4. Do you consider ycur park system adeauate? 


5. Have you plammed to increase your park system to neet your increase in 
population? 


6. What is the cost per year for park maintenance? 
7. How many Comfort Stations are maintained by the City? 


8 Do you conduct playgrounds? How many? What months? 


§. How many supervisors ac you employ? 
ic. During wnat hours is the jlayground supervised? 

ll. What equipment Go you have? 

12. How many children make use of the playsround? 

13. Do you have any provision for public recreation during the wi.ter 


months? What is its character? (Volley ball, basket ball,iswinmin”, 


skating, etc.) 


The response to this questionairre was most pleasing. And it is to 
the co-operation of the city clerks that the reacer should direct his 
thanks and appreciation for without their interest this materiai covla not 
have been successfully compiled. We received answers from all but one cf 
the cities of the first class, from all but sixteen of the cities of the 
secoud class, and from over half of the cities of the third class. It may 
be safely assumed that the majority of those not replying, particularly 


of the cities of the third class, have no parke 


The interest displayed leads one to expect progress in the way or 
park improvement within the near future. Particularly gratifying is the 
interest displayed by very small cities. In reviewing the figures from the 
stall cities, and in consideration of the long list that report no park, 
one must remember the difficulty that western Kansas meets when it attempts 
that most essential to parks, the planting of shmie trees. There, where 
the problem of planting a tree is quite asidé from that of having it Grow, 
it takes patient uursin; to bring the newly planted park through its first 


Summers and constant care thereafter. 


An analysis of the fisures given »elow reveals some of the following 
facts. The cities of the first ciass, with a total park acreage of 1393, 


averare 3&6 persons per acre. The cities of the second class. with a total 
yt 2 


to 


acreage of 944 acres, average 302 persons yer acre. The cities of the 
third class, with a total acreage of 547 acres, averages 259 »nersons per 
acre. Separating the cities of the second class into those having a povgla- 
tion under 5000, and those having a population over 5900, the former aver 


age 255 persons per acre, and the latier average 355 persons per acre. 
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Let us now see how these figures compare with individual cities 
outside of Kansas. Kansas City, Moe, according to tne Bark Report for 
1919, had 2563 acres of parks, with an average of 126 versons per acre. 


Philadelphia (figured based on 191% report) had 6073 acres of yarks, with 


an averaze of 300 persons wer acre. Clevelend, in 1920, had 2400 acres, 
with an average of 333 persons yer acre. Spokans, Washington, was in the 
lead in 1915 with e total of 1943 acres, or 62 persons per acre. Ilinneapo- 
lis,folloved closely with 75 persons per acre, while Detroit in 1915 had 


one acre 6f park for every 492 persons. 


fuming now to the cost of maintenance per capita and per acre, we 
find that cities of the first class avergge 25¢ per capita, and ‘3115.51 
per acre. Cities of the second class spend 10¢ per capita, and $42.06 per 
sere. Cities of the third class average %¢ per capita, and $17.10 per 
aere. (Note that fev cities aatually have as low as 7¢ per person if they 
have a maintenance fund at all. The average is pulled down by the largé 
nunver that report no park fund). Cities of the second class with a popu- 
lation under 5000 spend an average of 9¢ per capita and 24.00 per acre, 
while those with a porulation over 50U0 average 13¢ per capita and $62.00 


per acre. 


Again comparing these figures, we find that Xansas City, ifo., in 1919, 
reported a cost of g1.4€ per capita and »187.00 per acre. Pniladelphia, in 
1917, reported the cost of maintenance at 45¢ ver capita, and ¥125.0uU per 
acre. Cleveland, for 1920, had a per capita cost of d50¢g.and spent «166.90 
per acre. Spokane, Washington, in 1915, had e per capita cost of 66¢ 222 
2 per acre cost of »4l1.6c. Im Minneapolis, in 1915, the cost of maintenance 


per capita was 41¢ and the cost yer acre 50.430. Detroie Spent ,1n 1sL5, 
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74, per capita, and j36ie46 jer acre of parke 


In Kansas the averaye numver of acres for cities of the second class 
with a population of over 5000 is 27 and the average total cost of mainte- 
nance is $1,634.00. The average number of acres for cities of the secori 
class with a population of less than 5000 is 10$ acres, with $253.00 for 


\ 


maintenance cost, 


The apswers to the question, "Do you consider your park system ade- 
quate?" ray Le sumed up as foilows: Of the cities of the first class ,five 
answer no, four yes, and one failed to answer. Of the cities of the second 
class, 26 answered no, 23 yes, and 15 did not answer the question. Of the 
Cities of the third ciass, 52 answered no (exclusive of those having no 


park) 58 yes, and 10 did not answer. 


Thirty-one cities reported comfort stations. Fifteen of the cities of 
the first and second class report a park pian for the future, or a park 
system. lourteen cities of the third class report that they are planning to 
increase their parks to meet their increase in population, making a total 
of 29 with future plans zor their parks. The larze number of cities that 
are leaving the future to take care of itself in the way of parks is uwnfor- 
tunate. Particularly is the very small town losin: a great oprortunity in 
not getting iand now While it is yet obtainable in desir able places. The 
first question to ask when considering a park is, "Do we intend to grow?" 
Pais comparatively nev and Sparsely setileé state like Kansas most cities 
must inevitably frow. Many cities today are suffering from the laak of 
foresight of the city officials sf 20 years afo. Are we willing to ie+ the 
next generation suffer from our leck of foresight? Irées plaated now will 


make shade for the noxt generation. 
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Cities of the third class continued. 
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class continued. 
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14. 
The idea oie park as a place to go and sit on stiff benches 
and listen to a band concert once 2 week or le* your eye rest upon 
round, oval, hexangular or octengular orsatental Slower beds-~ but 
beware lest your foot rest ever so ligntly upon the neat little grass 
plots between narrow paths --~- this icea of a park is rapicly disappear= 
ing. The number of parks that arc equippec with play--ground apparatus 


is en indication of the tendency +o regard parks as a place of active 


recrcation rather than merciy a pleasant spot to look upon. 


The following cities reported SUPLRVISID as 
Fort Scott, 3 supervisors, 4 playgrounds, year mpound. 
Wichita, 11 supervisors, 5 playgrounds, year around. 
Topeka, © supervisors, 13 assistants, 8 playgrounds, June,July, Auguste 
Cawker City, 5 supervisors, 2 playgrounds, hours, 9-142 and 1=-5,June,Jduly,Aug. 
Anthony, 1 supervisor, 1 playsround, june, July, August. 
Clay Center, i supervisor. 
Hays, 1 superviscr, 1 playsround, hours, 5 P.M. to 9 P.M. May to November. 
Junction City, 1 superviscr, 1 playgroune, hours © Ae. till dark,April to 

: Octe 

Lawrence, 1 supervisor, 2 playgrounds, afternoons 1-6 P.M.August to septe 
iWenhattan, 2 supervisors, 2 play rounds, afternoons, June till Sept. 
Newton, 2 supervisors, 3 playgrounds, 8:30-4:30. 
Winfield, 2 supervisors, 5 playgrounds, 8 A.il. to 6 P.M. June to Septe 

The folicwings citics, in addition to those réporting supervised 
play srovnds report ~laycrcund apparatus in the parke 
Coffeyville, Kansas City, Pittsburg, Salina, Arkansas City, Burlington, 


Concordia, Humboldt, Le oy. 
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15. 


The following citics veportcd playground apparatus in connection 


with the school grounds. However, this list is not complete as the 


question was not asked directly end probably many cities did not 


mention the schocl pleysroundss 


Citics of the Second Class 


Garnett 
Great Bend 
Marysville 
ilc¢Phorson 
Ne odesha, 
Norton 
Osase City 
Osborne 


P20la 


Cities of the third class 


n 


6 


AL 
asenda 
Americus 
argonia 
arma 


Arlington 


Cities of third class 


aurora 
Belle Piain 
Bennington 
Beverly 
Buhler 
Burns 
Bashton 


Canton 


Chautauqua 
Clyde 
Coats 
Colony 
nilsworth 


anglewood 


Fredecrick 
Galva 
Goodland 
Halstead 
Lehigh 
Longford 
McDonald 
Ok eto 
Quene mo 
Winter 
St. Warys 
Simpson 
Spearville 


wWameeo 


\linchester 


\oodston 


fapat being 


eb Te 


i ‘ s a oP ah ie bay ’ 
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17. 


Uo .5 


20. 


Eilts 
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MUNICIPAL ROFORONCE BURDAU BULLITHIS 


Llectric Light and Power Rates in 182 Kansas Cities 
(Out of Print) 


Cities in Kansas having Municipal Lighting Systcms 
(Corrected to date) 


Citics in Kansas having :micipal Water Works 
(Corrected to date) 


Max Rates and Asscssed Valuations in Kans7zs Cities 
@he City Manager Plan of ifmnicivel Government 


Chambers of Commerce and other Civie and Commercial 
Organizations of Kansas 


Officials of Keanses Cities 
The Government of Hays, Kansas 


Regulation of Traffic at Strect Interscctions in Kansas 
Riots 
vy 


itics 
Women's Relation to the City 


A Report on Police Departments in Seventeen ! 


fansas Cities 


1918 


abeals, 


1919 


1920. 


it6 
of first and second class and Twenty-five out-of-state citics192z0 


The Regulation of Billboards in Kanses Cities 


Officiais of Kansas Cities 


Valuations in Kenses 


fas 


Tax Hates an? Assessed Cities 
Sieetric Lignt and Power Rates in 259 khensas Cities 
Water Rates in 161 hansas Cities 
Parks and Playcrounds in Kensas 


selaries of City Clerks in Xmse2s 


City Ofiicials in Kansas 


1920 


1920 


Hollinger Corp. 
pH 8.5 


